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Gekopieerd uit bestandscatalogus Early microscopes:

Compound microscope

attributed to C.S. Passemant


This gilded brass microscope is mounted with a substage mirror on a rectangular wooden base and stored in a pyramid-shaped case (54x24x25). The optical tube contains an eyepiece (containing three lenses and a sliding dust cap), a diaphragm, field lens and objective. At the side of the optical tube a micrometer-screw is attached which extends into the tube. The snout of the tube bears numbers corresponding with the position of the lieberkuhn with the several objectives. The cruciform stage has three holes for accessories.

The accessories comprise: seven objectives, spring stage, cone diaphragm, illumination lens, lieberkuhn and lieberkuhn carrier, blackened bone stage insert, white bone stage insert, fish-plate, a slider with a central aperture in the middle of which a ring to hold a small stage insert is attached, a black and a white stage insert for the aforementioned slider, a reducing lens in bone mount,  two sliders for home-made preparations, 2 glass sliders, [bone slider, 6 circular specimens with inscriptions in French].

At the end of the micrometer a pointer and a disk are attached, the latter is divided into100 units with marks for the tens. Alongside the screw another pointer runs along a scale divided into12 units with marks numbered 3, 6, 9 and 12. Three full turns of the pointer on the disk moves the second pointer one division forward.

The fish-plate consists of two parallel attached levels: an ordinary slider with a central aperture (this part fits into the spring stage) above which extends a flat square with a central square opening. 

This microscope resembles very closely the microscope described and illustrated in 1750 by C.S. Passemant in his in Description et usage du microscope. In this brochure Passement first introduced his micrometers. A very similar microscope is illustrated in the catalogue of the Nachet Collection (and now preserved in the museum of the CNAM in Paris). That microscope is also made of gilded brass and is provided with two micrometers: one attached to the optical tube and one fixed to the stage. The micrometer screw in the tube of the present microscope appears to be identical with that in the microscope from the Nachet Collection.  
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